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Bai lam

DPéi mat 1a tac pham quan trong nhit cua nha van Nam Cao sau Cach
mang thang Tam va cling la tac pham xuét sic nhit ciia van hoc Viét Nam
trong thoi ki khang chién chdng Phap. Tac pham nay duoc sang tic vao nim
1948. Luc dau c6 tén 1a Tién sw thang Tao Thdo; nhung sau, Nam Cao di
dat cho n6 mot céi tén khac “gidan di va dung dan: Péi mat”. Piéu nay duogc
chinh nha van ghi lai trong Nhdt ki o rung.

Nhu vay, tac gida da co su lya chon can nhic dé dit nhan dé cho tac
pham, dé qua nhan d& lam ndi bat y nghia tu tudng cua truyén ngan nay.
DPoc Péi mat ching ta co thé nhan thiy cach nhin quan chiing va cudc khang
chién khac nhau ciia nhimng van ngh¢ si c6 quan diém va 1ap truong khac
nhau. Cot truyén DPéi mat kha don gian, xoay quanh cudc dén tham cua Do,
mét nha van dang lam céng tac tuyén truyén khang chién — dén nha Hoang,
moét nha van dan anh, giau co, von song ¢ Ha Noi, nay dang cung gia dinh
tan cur vé néng thon, song gan nhitng nguoi nha qué dang tich cuc tham gia
khang chién. Do dén thim Hoang véi muc dich van dong nha van nay tham
gia khang chién. Anh dugc gia dinh Hoang tiép dai kha coi mo, chu dao.
Nhung sau khi thay duoc ban chat Péi mdt ciia Hoang thong qua cach nhin,
cach nghi va ca cach séng cia nha van nay, Do khong dam néi ra dung y
dén tham ciia minh ma “danh — gitr kin trong long”.

Trude hét, can phai thidy, Hoang nhin quan ching va cudc khang chién
khong phai bang Déi mdt thu dich. Nha vin nay vé co ban khong phai 1a
mot ké “phan dong”. Hoang cting co mot thai do thang than boc 10 quan
diém, tinh cam d6i voi DY, sy ngudng mo lanh ty mot cach ngdy tho, chan
thanh. Va ctng khong thé coi nhimg céu chuyén cia Hoang vé nong dan
trong cudc ddi thoai voi P9 1a ¢d 'y vu cdo hay xuyén tac. (Nerng hién
tuong dai khai nhu lac em dau dé bét anh ra ¢ cai 1éu ngoai vudn, “viét chir
Qudc ngir sai van ma cir hay néi chuyén chinh tri” hoan toan c6 thé xay ra &
néng thon, mot khi 90% nong dan khong biét chir, nhung ghét Tay ung ho
khang chién). Diéu nay khién cho nha vian Do — hién than cia Nam Cao,
hién than cua Doi mit dung din _khong nhirg khong phan bac Hoang, ma
con cung cap thém mot s6 chi tiét vé nhitng nhugc dlem cuia nong dan nhu
nhut nhat, ndi ngong, hat Tién qudn ca nhu budn ngu cau kinh. ..

Nhic t6i diéu nay dé thay rd ban Iinh nghé thuat ctia Nam Cao. Ong phat
hién miéu ta “d6i mat” cua Hoang tur nhiéu goéc do, khong don gian, mot
chiéu tao nén sy hap dan cua tic pham.

DPéi mdt ciia Hoang dan dan dugc thé hién qua viéc anh ta ké lai nhimng
diéu tai nghe mét théy mot cadch hom hinh, séc séo. Tai quan sat, tai dién dat
hap dan, cong véi niang lyc hai hudc hoa, 16 bich hoa nhiing gi minh khong
wa khién cho nhimg mau chuyén cua Hoang that sinh dong. Trong cudc ddi
thoai gitta B§ va Hoang, Nam Cao lanh lung dé cho Hoang lan ludt DO.



Nhiéu diém manh ctia mot “nha vin dan anh” duoc thé hién mot cach tu
nhién, va qua d6 nguoi doc thdy dan ban chat “ddi mat” cia Hoang.

Chd yéu nhit ¢ nha van nay chinh 1a vin dé “d6i mat”, néi nhur nha vin
D9, do la cach nhin doi va nhin nguoi mot phia thoi (...) ° ‘van gitt d6i mat
ay dé nhin dO'1 thi cang di nhiéu cang quan sat 1dm, ta cang thém chua chat
va chan nan”.

Duéi “d6i mat” 1éch lac cia Hoang, quan chung lao dong noi dung hon
1 nong dan toan nhiing ngudi “vira ngd vira nhing xi”, hét thay déu “ngu
don, 10 mang, ich ki, tham lam, ban tién ca. Cha con, anh em rudt cling
chang t6t v6i nhau. Cac ong thanh nién, cac ba phu nit méi bay gio cang
nhd nhang. Viét chitr Qudc ngir sai van ma lai cir hay no6i chuyén chinh trj r6i
rit ca 1én”. Sic sao, ¢6 tai quan sat, nhung Hoang hoan toan khong nhin thay
bén trong viéc canh gidc qua ddng, ham tuyén truyén cach mang “dong thay
ai di qua 1a hoi glay” “hay hoi chuyén chinh tri”, “doc thugc long ca bai dai
5 trang” vé duong 16i khang chién “nhu mot con vet biét n6i” kia... 1 ban
chét yéu nudce, cach mang cuia ho.

Ay

Ciing Xuét phat tir “doi mat” khinh bac, thiéu thién cam ddi véi néng dan,
nén vin si Hoang chang nhitng chi nhin thdy mit nhuoc diém déng cudi ma
con it nhiéu phong dai, cudng diéu, hai hudc hda mat nhuoc diém do dé ché
nhao, gidu cot mdt cach tan nhan. Pidu ndy co thé nhan thiy qua cudc ddi
thoai giita v chong Hoang va 9. Subt méy trang, duong nhu Nam Cao dé
cho Hoang doc thoai (vo Hoang nhét nhat a dua, phu hoa theo chdng) dua ra
khong it cac hién tuong “sinh dong” vé cai xdu ciia ngudi néng dan. “Noi
khinh bi cua anh ta pha ca ra ngoai, theo cai biu moéi dai thuon thugt. Mii
anh nhan lai nhu ngiri thdy mui xac thdi”. Tac gia hoan toan ¢ dung y tran
thuat cudc ddi thoai bang giong vin than nhién nhu khong. O ddy nha van da
c¢b “dong ciii tinh cam” (theo cach dién dat cia Nam Cao) clia minh dé ngudi
doc tu nhan thay ké dang cuoi, dang trach khong phai nhirmg nguoi nong dan
ma chinh lai 1 vg chong Hoang — nhiing ké dang ra strc béu xau ho.

Chi nhin thiy nong dan ngu dbt, ngay ngo, tat yéu Hoang khong bao gio
tin vao quan chung ma lyc luong chu yeu la ndng dan s€ dua cudc khang
chién dén thanh cong. Hoang ‘rat nan” . Tuy vay, anh ta lai tin vao tai nang
cia Cu Ho6 “cir cho rang dan minh c6 tdi di nira. Ong cu xoay quanh rdi
ciing ctr doc 1ap”. Piéu nay chimg t6 bang cach nhin phién dién, Hoang da
tao nén mot sy ddi lap gitra 1anh tu va dan toc.

Chinh “d6i mat” nay tat yéu da dan Hoang dén thai d6 chi giao thiép véi
dam “cén ba cua gioi thuong luu tri thirc”, ma anh ta thura biét toan nhimng
ké “dbt nat, ngu ngde, gan do, rom doi”. Hoe‘lng choi véi ho, nhung c6 ua gi
ho! Nghi cho cung gitta anh va ho chinh l1a quan hé ctia nhiing nguoi cung
hoi ciing thuyén. Boi vdy, anh chi ¢ thé choi v6i chir khong cong tac voi
nhimg nguoi khang chién. Va viéc anh “dong ctra sudt ngay khong dam di
d4au nira” ciing hoan toan c6 thé giai thich bang “d6i mat” noi trén.



Von 1a mot nha van hién thuc, Nam Cao rat ¢6 ¥ thirc giai thich mot cach
h¢ théng toan dién di nhién bang céc chi tiét nghé thuat “d6i mat” ciia Hoang.

Hoang von 1a mot vin si truong gia, nhan cach thap kém “cé cai tat hay
da ban”, khi dong nghiép “chi con mot dim xuwong” trong nan do6i khing
khiép 1945, “Hoang van phong luu” nhd chay “chg den rat tai tinh”. (Cho
du ¢ thoi ndo, thi nhitng viéc nay van khong chap nhan dugc dbi véi nguoi
tri thire chan chinh).

bic biét, khi khang chién bung no, bao tﬁng 16p nhén dén, dac biét 1a nong
dan sin sang chiu dung gian kho thiéu thdn, hi sinh ~dong gop stre lyc cho
cuoc khang chién, thi Hoang van giit nguyén cach séng ich ki, co minh lai
trong vo 6c gia dinh véi nhitng bita an ngon, nhitng moéon qua vat la miéng,
véi nha cua trang khang... Hoang hoan toan dung dung trude thoi cudc, tdch
minh ra khoi sy nghiép chung ctia nhan dan cia dat nuéc. (Di nhién, néu
trong hoan canh binh thuong, ching ta ¢ thé nghI khéc vé Hoang).

Nhu véy, & nhan vat nay thiéu han sy gan bo v6i nhig nguoi lao khd
noi rong ra la thiéu gin bé véi nhan dan dat nudc, thiéu c6i ngudn nhan dao
can thiét cia mot nha van. Do d6, “d6i mat” nhin ngudi néng dan cua
Hoang chinh 1a d6i mat ciia ké bé trén nhin xudng. Hoang trudc sau khong
hiéu ndi “nguoi nha qué”, khong hiéu dugc cude khang chién 1a didu c6 thé
gidi thich dugc.

Dbi 1ap v6i van si Hoang 14 van si D9. Thuc ra, phan tich “d6i mat” cta
Hoang da ham chuta viéc phan tich “do6i méat” cua D9, vi hai nhan vat nay
dugc xay dung dé bd sung cho nhau lam ro luan dé cua tac phém. Va lai,
nhan vat Hoang da dugc miéu ta dudi “doi mat” cua Do.

Trude hét, Bo cling thiy khong it nhiing diém yéu cua nhiing nguoi nong
dan “ring den, mat toét”, “phan doéng dbt nat, nheo nhéch, nhat so, nhin
nhuc mot cach dang thuong”... Nhung didu quan trong hon, Do nhin thay
duogc nét cdt yéu trong con ngudi ho. Pay 1a ban chat tot dep cuia “ngudi nha
qué”. Theo anh, “ho c6 thé 1am can”, ma bang ching hung hon nhét 1a luc ra
tran giap mat voi cai chét chinh anh da thay ho “xung phong can dam l1im”.
Tin vao sttc manh cua nong dén, cling c6 nghia 1a B tin vao tuong lai cia
cudc khang chién.

S& di P co duge “doi mat” noi trén khong phai chi vi anh da séng “o
nha qué nhiéu”, ma didu quan trong hon 1a anh yéu mén va da ty nguyén
gin b6 cudc doi minh véi ndng dan, véi sy nghiép chung cua ca dan toc.
Ngay tir ngay tong khoi nghia, Do di theo nong dan “di danh phu”. Sau
Cach mang, anh “da gép ho trong mat tran Nam Trung B6”. Tur mot nha
van, Do sin sang lam ngudi “tuyén truyén nhai nhép” cho cach mang; anh
c6 thé “ngi ngay trong nha in dén sang va may chay am am”

Tom lai, bang truyén ngin Péi mat, Nam Cao da khic hoa duoc hai céch
nhin (ma thuc chit 13 hai tinh cach, hai kiéu nguoi) khac han nhau. Nha vin



biéu duong “doi mat” dung din ctia Do — ngudi nghé si gin su nghiép cua
minh v6i quan ching, tich cuc tham gia khang chién; phé phan “d6i mat”
chua chat chan nan cia Hoang — mot kiéu tri thirc ich ki, tach minh ra khoi
su nghi¢p chung cua dan toc. Qua d6, Nam Cao khflng dinh nha van trudc
hét phai dung trén 1ap trudng cua ngudi cong dan, cé trach nhiém ddi véi
cudc khang chién, phai dt loi ich ciia dan toc Ién trén hét, ké ca van chuong
nghé thuat, va phai c6 cach nhin méi vé ngudi lao /dong — nhimg con ngudi
binh thuong nhung vi dai. Dong thoi, nha van mudn Vlet diang phai c6 “doi
mat” nhin nhan dung; mudn nhin nhan dung phai c¢6 tim long nhan 4i.

Nha vin T6 Hoai coi tac phdm Péi mdt 1a mot ban tuyén ngdn nghé thuat
ctiia cd mdt 16p nha van cii di theo cach mang 1a vi 1€ do.

Nhu vay “d6i mat” chinh 13 cdch nhin nguoi, cach nhin doi; n6i khai quét
hon 1a vin dé quan diém, 1ap truong cia ngudi tri thirc van nghé ddi véi
cudc khang chién chong Phap cia dan toc va lyc lugng nong ¢t clia cude
khang chién nay.

Péi mdt 1a mot truyén ngan nhung da néu dugc van dé 16n. Van dé thé
gi61 khach quan cia nguoi nghé si trong sang tao nghé thuat. Sau ngoét nua
thé ki, dén nay, diéu dy van c6 y nghia méi me.

Qua phan tich “d6i mat” ciia Hoang va “déi mat” cua Do, chung ta khong
nhting kham phuc chét tri tué sic sao, tham trAm ciia Nam Cao, ma con tran
trong tim 1ong gin bo siu ning voi nhan dan voi dat nude ciia mot nha van
luén phan du cho nhiing gi tt dep trén doi.

(Theo: Tran Thi Thin, Nhitng bai van mau luyén thi dai hoc, cao dcfng,
NXB Pai hoc Quéc gia TP HO6 Chi Minh, 2001)



