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Bai lam
Nguyén Minh Chau 14 cdy bt van xudi xuét sic trong nén van hoc hién
dai Viét Nam, 1a cay but tiéu biéu trong thoi ky khang chién chong My. Tac
pham Nguyén Minh Chau dwa nguoi doc dén véi nhimng trang viét tai hoa va
nhtrng kham pha mé1 mé.

Trong sudt ching duong dai nhu bude chén lich sur dan tdc, ta ludn thay
bong dang cua chlen tranh, cua sy huy hoai, nhung cling trong quang duong
dai ay, dau do van thap thoang nhing ngdi sao xanh biéc mot mau, mau cua
niém tin, ctia khat vong tinh yéu cao dep. Néu Manh tring cudi rimg, dé lai
an tuong khé phai mo cua tinh yéu duéi lan bom dan, an hién chat ngoc ton
tai trong hon ngudi... thi Chiéc thuyén ngodi xa duge viét vao thoi hau
chién cua thap nién 80. Noi d6 ta bat gip nhiing “phan ngudi”, ma nguoi
nghé si khong dugc phép nhin bang d6i mat hoi hot dugce, dau cho do6 chi la
mot nguoi dan ba binh thuong & mdt lang chai.

Chiéc thuyén ngodi xa dugc viét nam 1987, ciing dugce xem 1a ddu 4n cua
Nguyén Minh Chau, trong cong cudc tién phong d6i méi nén van hoc nudc
nha thoi ki nay. Vi 161 viét in ddm phong cach tu sy — triét 1i va ngdn ngir
dung di doi thuong, Nguyén Minh Chau dua ta dén véi cau chuyén vé mot
nghé si nhiép anh trong chuyén di thyc té va nhimg chiém nghiém siu sic
cta anh vé nghé thuat va cudc doi.

Ludt qua tat ca cau chuyén, nguoi doc khong thé khong dung lai ¢ hinh
anh “nguoi dan ba lang chai” ma tac gia chi goi la “ngwoi dan ba” mot cach
phiém dinh. Tuy khong c6 tén tudi cu thé, chi 1 mot ngudi vo danh nhu biét
bao nguoi dan ba vung blen khac trén dat nudc nay nhung tac gia tap trung
thé hién va dé lai nhiéu 4n tuong voi nguoi doc. Trac ngoai bon muoi, tho
kéch, rd mit, lic nao ciing xuét hién voi “khudén mit mét moi”, nguoi dan
ba éy goi 4n tuong vé mot cude doi nhoc nhan, lam 1d. Bi chéng thuong
xuyén danh dap, hanh ha that khén kho “ba ngdy mét trdn nhe, ndm ngay
mét trdn ndng”’, ba van tham lang chiu dung moi don dau, “khong hé kéu
mot tiéng, khong chong tra, khéng tim cach trén chay”. Ba coi d6 1a 18
duong nhién, boi don gian trong cudc mua sinh day cam go nay, trén chiéc
thuyen kiém song ngoai bién xa can co mot nguoi dan ong khoe manh va
biét nghé, chi can nhimng dtra con ba dugc séng va 16n 1én.

Qua nhitng gidi bay cua ngudi me, ngudi vo, ngudi dan ba dang thuong
ay O toa an huyén, ta thiy rd ngudn gbc ctia moi sy chiu dung, hi sinh vo bo
bén vi tinh thuong dbi voi nhitng dia con “phdi séng cho con chir khéong
phai cho minh”. Sy chiu dung, cam chiu éy that dang dé chia sé, cam thong.
Va, thip thoang trong cai bong dang ngudi dan ba 4y lai hién 1én bong dang
cua biét bao nguoi phu nit Viét Nam nhan hau, bao dung giau long vi tha,
dtre hy sinh. Ciing phai néi thém rang, doi song kinh té con 1dm nhitng kho
khin cua thoi “mé cira” va cai nghéo bao trim ciia bong ma chién tranh kéo



dai miy muoi nam trude d6 da “gép phan” phi bong den 1én cude doi ho. O
phuong dién nguoi cam bat, Nguyén Minh Chau gan nhu dua ra mot tuyén
ngdn day tinh nhan ban ma nguoi nghé si can phai tuan thi nhu 1a mot st
ménh thiéng liéng, rang: hiy ngoanh lai va quan tim mot cach thiét thuc doi
nhitg “chiéc thuyén doi” quanh ta ma “ngudi dan ba” trong thién truyén
nay 1a mot dién hinh.

C6 thé thiy cam hing chu dao trong tic pham ciia Nguyén Minh Chau
truée nam 1975 13 cam hang anh hing, con sau nam 1975 1a cam hing vé
nhan cach con nguoi, 1a hanh trinh kham pha “con nguoi bén trong con
ngudi” (Bakhtin). Mach cam hung ay, ta gap trong truyén ngan Birc tranh
(1982) vé6i hudng nhin nghé thuat vao thé gi61 ndi tam, thi Chiéc thuyen
ngodi xa lai huéng cai nhin nghé thuat ra thé gidi bén ngoai, ra cudc séng
doi thuong.

Toém lai, Chiée thuyén ngoai xa la sy nhan thirc va phé phan cai X4u, cai
4c trong doi song thudng nhat, nham gép phan hoan thién nhan cach con
ngudi, cho cudce sdng thém dep hon.



